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SUMMARY OF FINDINGS 


Series updated since the April 1995 issue are: business 
expectations; labour force, industrial disputes; housing 
finance, building approvals, price index of house building 
materials; retail turnover; and new motor vehicle 
registrations. 


Notable movements in this issue include: 


INQUIRIES 


Businesses in the ACT expect a strong growth of 
5.2 per cent in the sales of goods and services for the 
June quarter 1995. This follows on from an anticipated 
decline of 1.3 per cent in the previous quarter. This is 
the largest growth of all States and Territories and is 
above the national increase of 1.4 per cent. In the 
medium term (March quarter 1995 — March quarter 
1996}, a growth of 3.0 per cent is expected for the 
ACT which is equivalent to that expected nationally. 


ACT trend estimate for the number employed 
continued to remain steady over the last three months. 
In Apri! 1994, 153,900 people were employed in the 
ACT (up 0.1%). The national trend for employment 
increased to 8,199,900; an increase of 0.4 per cent 
from the previous month. Unemployment for the ACT 
remained constant for Aprif 1995 at 11,600 after a 
period of decline since November 1994 (12,100). 
Though the unemployment rate for the ACT continued 
to remain at 7.0 per cent, the participation rate had 
slightly decreased by 0.1 percentage point. 


There were no working days lost due to industrial 
disputes in January 1995 for the ACT. Nationally, 
there were 37 disputes involving a loss of 12,300 
working days in the same period. This represents a 
decrease of 76.4 per cent from the previous month. 
January has historically shown to be a low month in 
terms of industrial disputation. For the ACT, the 
number of days lost per thousand employees for the 
year ending January 1995 was 8 for the fourth 
consecutive month. This compares to the January 1995 
national figure of 76 days. 


The trend series for the value of housing commitments 
financed in the ACT continued to decline. The value 


of ACT financed housing commitments for 
February 1995 was $75.9 million; a decrease of 
4.4 per cent from the previous month. Seasonally 
adjusted, the value of commitments decreased by 
13.2 per cent to $67.1 million. The trend national 
recorded a 1.6 per cent decrease for the same period. 


The trend for the total number of ACT dwelling units 
approved in March 1995 was 203. This represented a 
decrease of 9.4 per cent from the previous month. The 
number of ACT approvals has gradually declined and 
is now 29.0 per cent lower than its peak of 285 in 
September 1994. Of all the States and Territories, ACT 
recorded the lowest fall. The original estimates for the 
value of approvals for new residential buildings and 
for residential alterations and additions feli by 
$17.1 million (34.7%) and $3.9 million (36.1%) 
respectively, while the value of non-residential 
buildings increased by $16.4 million (10.8%). 


The price index of house building materials for 
Canberra rose by 0.3 per cent in March 1995 after a 
decline of 0.F per cent in February 1993. This was 
above the increase of 0.2 per cent for the weighted 
average of the six State capital cities. In the twelve 
months from March 1994, the price index increased by 
1.7 per cent for the ACT compared to the 3.1 per cent 
increase for the cities’ weighted average. 


‘Trend estimates of retail turnover for Australia 


increased by a weak 0.2 per cent in March 1995. This 
continues the gradual easing of growth observed over 
recent months. In contrast, retail turnover for the ACT 
has shown moderate growth in its trend estimates, 
recording the highest increase at 0.6 per cent of all 
States and Territories. Retail turnover for the ACT 
reached $180.1 million in March 1995. The two main 
contributors to this increase were the hospitality and 
services, and clothing and soft goods retailing (not 
published in the ACT Business Indicators) industries at 
3.1 per cent and 1.6 per cent, respectively. Tn the 
twelve months to March 1995, the retail tumover for 
the ACT showed a 3.2 per cent increase. 


. for further information about statistics in this publication and the availability of related unpublished 


statistics contact Nives Marelic on Canberra (06) 207 0315 or any ABS State office. 


®for information about other ABS statistics and services please contact Information Services on 
Canberra (06) 252 6627, or 252 6007 or any ABS State office. 


® In March 1995 1,072 new motor vehicles were the national decline of 0.8 per cent. The ACT has the 


registered in the ACT. This represented an increase of second highest increase of all States and Territories, 


1.4 per cent from the previous month, in contrast to following Northern Territory with the highest at 
2.6 per cent. 


Dalma Jacobs 
Statistician Australian Capital Territory 


SELECTED BUSINESS INDICATORS 
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TABLE 1. AUSTRALIAN BUSINESS EXPECTATIONS: SALES, JUNE 
QUARTER 1995/MARCH QUARTER 1996 
EXPECTED AGGREGATE CHANGE 


{per cent) 
Austratian 
Capital 
Period Territary Austratia 
Short-term 
Mar. qtr 1994-June qtr 1994 1.6 19 
June gtr 1994—-Sept. gir 1994 13 Le 
Sept. gtr 1994_Dec. qu 1994 hl 3.6 
Dee. gir 1994—Mar. gtr 1994 ~L3 -05 
Mar. gtr 1995—June qtr 1995 5.2 1.4 
Medium-term 
Mar. gtr 1994—Mar. gtr 1995 3.8 3.9 
June gtr 1994—June git 1995 6.2 3.3 
Sept. qtr 1994_Sept. qtr 1995 1.5 2.9 
Dec. gir 1994—Dec. qir 1995 45 4,3 
Mar. gir 1995—June qtr 1995 3.0 3.0 


TABLE 2. AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY BUSINESS INDICATORS, MAY 1995 


Australian Capital Territory Austratia 
Change from Change from Charge from Change from 
previous same period previous sane period 
Latest period previous year Latest period previous year 
fadicater Unit figure {%) (%) figure {%} (%) 
POPULATION, VITAL AND LABOUR 
POPULATION, September qtr 94 "O00 401.5 0.2 08 1? 896.7 0.3 11 
Natural increase no. Td - 18.5 — 10.2 28 432 - 19.6 -115 
Net migration To. —414 - 15.6 -214.0 25 013 348.6 44.0 
Toted inerecse na. 600 - 19.0 - 33.0 53 425 30.5 8.0 
LABOUR FORCE, April 95p 
Original series 
Employed 000 154.2 0.5 1.3 8 230.6 0.8 5.0 
Unemployed! "000 7 - 146 —_ 743.0 -89 — 15.9 
Unemployment rate(a) Ke 7.0 -1.2 -0.2 8.3 - 0.8 ~L7 
Participation rateta} oe 72.2 -O7F 2 63.7 —0.5 1.0 
Long-term unemployed (Mar. 95) no, 3055 24.2 -25 263 188 10.7 — 75.0 
Long-term unemployed as percentage tolal 
unemployed (Mar. 95)(a} Te 22,3 49 -44 32.3 -0.9 47 
Trend series 
Employed ‘O00 153.9 0.1 05 8 199.9 O.4 4.5 
Unemployed ‘O00 11.6 — 0.9 765.6 -1.1 -- 13.4 
Unemployment ratefa} he 7.0 — — 8.5 -0.2 16 
Participation rate(a} % 72.0 -0.1 03 63.6 -—— 0.8 
JOB VACANCIES, February 95 "DOO 1.3 Fl - 13.3 57.2 -13.3 24.9 
INDUSTRIAL. DISPUTES IN PROGRESS, January 95 
Working days lost *000 _ —_— - 12.3 ~ 164 127.8 
Days lost per ‘000 employees (year ended Jan. 95) TH}. 8 _ — 89.3 76 _— -- 23.2 
BUILDING AND CONSTRUCTION 
HOUSING FINANCE, February 95 
Secured commitments to individuals for 
Original senes 
Construction of dwellings $m §.3 -7.0 29,3 407.4 16.2 274 
Purchase of new dwellings $m 11.5 -~94 — 26.3 162.4 10.0 = 29.5 
Purchase of established dwellings $m 437 36.1 —45.4 2 415.7 25.4 ~ 26.2 
Total housing commitments Sn 65.4 19.8 - 46 3075.4 23.0 — 26.6 
Seasonally atljusted series 
Total housing commitments Smt 674 — 13.2 - 40.6 3 65.5 +5 — 26.3 
Trend series 
Total howsing commitments Suet 73.9 44 — 30.6 3 290.3 -16 ~ 22.2 
BUFLDING APPROVALS, March 95 
Original series 
Dwelling units ne. 148 - 38 - 58.8 13 501 10.4 — 20.6 
Value of new residential $m Wi - 347 -4i7 1 245.2 14.5 - 14.9 
Value of residential alterations and additions Sm 39 - 36.1 - 40.0 216.5 21.0 6.5 
Value of non-residential $m 16.4 10.8 20.6 736.5 — 18.7 23.4 
Value of total building A d7.4 - 206 — 292 2 198.2 f.2 —2.9 
Trend series 
Dwelling units no. 203 O04 - 46.4 12,775 -32 - 19.6 
BUILDING COMMENCEMENTS, June gtr 94 
New houses TH. 360 -30 - 37.3 33 632 17.2 10.2 
Value of houses commenced $m 42.4 4? -33.9 3 170.9 2.6 16.8 
Value of non-residential building commenced $m 50.7 — 68.3 - 22.0 2 322.3 2.9 20.8 
Value af total commencements Sm 154.5 -42.7 -215 7 L7L2 12.9 {5.f 
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TABLE 2. AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL FERRITORY BUSINESS INDICATORS, MAY 1995 — continued 


Australian Capital Territory Australia 
Change from Change from Change from Chanpe from 
previous same period previous same period 
Latest period previous year Latest period previous year 
Indicator Unit figure {%} (%) figure (%) (%) 


RUILDING AND CONSTRUCTION — continued 
PRICE INDEXES 


Established house price index, Sept. gtr 94 (19899) 100.0} 132.3 -1.1 -0.8 112.6 1.5 4.8 
Price index of house building materials, Mar. 9 (bh) 153.6 03 L.7 157.8 2 3,1 
PRICES, WAGES AND CONSUMER SPENDING 
CONSUMER PRICE INDEX, December gtr 94 (1989-90—100.0) 
Food 113.6 1.2 2.0 110.9 0.5 1.3 
Housing 102.8 3.1 4.6 97.5 27 4.2 
Transportation 1418.9 ~ 0.6 12 116.8 - 0.2 2.9 
All groups 113.8 it 2.2 2I2.8 08 2.5 
AVERAGE WEEKLY EARNINGS, November qtr 94 
Original series 
Males $ 699.20 -11 1.3 642.90 1.3 3.9 
Females 3 491.20 -19 27 425,00 0.9 4.0 
Total persons $ 590,90 “LF li 542.50 ag 3.8 
Trend series 
Males $ 700.70 -10 1.3 642.50 11 37 
Females $ 499.60 0.1 4.0 427.30 0.6 40 
Total persons $ 595.60 -O8 6 543.40 ad 4.0 
RETAIL TURNOVER, March 93 
Original series 
Food retailing $m 74.0 9.5 8.3 3 FRT.3 10.1 6.1 
Department stores Sm 21.3 23.8 —3.6 811.3 18.9 -1.3 
Hospitality and services $m A4N3 19.0 -0.3 1 670.5 118 8.8 
All other retailing $m 53.6 14.8 2.9 2 976.7 ils 19 
Total Sn 180.2 4.2 L& 9 245.8 in 45 
Trend series 
Food retailing $m 72.4 Ll 11.0 3 703.6 0.4 3.6 
Department stores $m 23.5 04 -13 922.5 —0.2 1.1 
Hospitality and services $m 30.1 31 1.0 1 658.3 0.3 98 
Alt other retailing $m 54.1 -13 -29 3 080.5 -0.1 35 
Total $m L80f 06 3.2 G 364.9 2 6.3 
TOURISM AND TRANSPORT 
HOTELS, MOTELS AND GUEST HOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION, September gtr 94 
Original series 
Room nights "000 213.9 74 RA 8 924.8 8.9 6.7 
Takings at current prices $m 18.8 9.3 13.3 759.9 12.7 13.0 
‘Takings al 1989-90 prices $m 17.1 89 13.2 647.6 11.5 10.9 
Seasonally adjusted series 
Room nights “000 2117 2.3 67 8 630.7 0.9 6.9 
Takings at current prices $m 19.0 9.8 13.1 738.5 3.4 13.1 
Takings at 1989-90 prices Sm 17.2 8.9 12.4 622.8 L.8 11.1 
Treud series 
Room nights “O00 210.2 0.1 7B 86104 0.2 6.2 
Takings at current prices Sis] 18.6 3.9 ll4 TILT L4 11.6 
Takings at 1989-90 prices $m 16.7 18 92 622.7 2.0 10.0 
NEW MOTOR VEHICLE 
REGISTRATIONS, March 95 
Mator vehicles no. $193 37] 5.5 37 265 16.4 a7 
Seasonally adjusted motor vehicles no. 1 083 12.1 8.8 50 455 -5.2 95 
Trend motor vehicles no. 1 072 t4 45 52 495 - 0.6 6.5 
INTERSTATE ROAD FREIGHT 
MOVEMENT, June qtr 94 
Originating ‘000 tonnes 102.9 124.7 133.9 4 663.2 3.3 6.1 
Receiving . ‘000 tonnes 122.4 -34 -76 4 663.2 a3 6.1 
AGGREGATE INDICATORS 
STATE ACCOUNTS, September gtr 94 
Original series 
Gross Stale product at average 1989-90 prices im 2 122 13 5.8 102 726 2.9 6.6 
Gross State product at current prices $m 2315 -24 -O.1 111 038 25 78 
State final demand at averape 1989-90 prices $m 3 035 -18 6.6 101 834 13 8.0 
Private final consumption expenditure $m 1 343 3.2 2.8 69 191 41 72 
Private gross fixed capital expenditure $m 339 5.9 31.9 18 709 23 18.8 
Trend series 
Gross State product at average 1989-90 prices $m 2 034 -0.1 LS 102 948 14 57 
Gross Stale product at current. prices $in 2 363 1.1 5.2 112 075 2.2 77 
State final demand at average 1989-90 prices $m 2 997 -0.3 2.8 101 426 1.6 FA 
Private final consurmplion expenditure $m 1 323 0.1 17 68 718 15 6.1 
Private gross fixed capital expenditure $m 326 74 16.8 18 758 5.2 19.4 


(a) Change shown in terms of percentage points. (b) ACT data 1986-87 = 100.00, Australia 1985-86 = 100.0, 
Source: ABS Catalogue Nos: 3101.0, $242.0, 5609.0, 6202.0, 6203.0. 6302.0, 6321.0, 6354.0, 6401.0, 6408.0, 6416.0, 8501.0, 8634.0, 8635.8, 8731.0, 8752.0, 9214.0, 9301.0. 


TABLE 3. ACT IN RELATION TO THE REST OF AUSTRALIA 


Latest 
Indicator Unit period NOW Vie. Cd SA WA Tas, 
POPULATION “100 Sept. qtr 94 6068.9 44821 32165 14770 ! 710.0 472.6 
LABOUR FORCE 
Employed persons (trend) *000 Apr. 95p 2728.6 20484 | 508.8 648.5 830.7 199.9 
Unemployment rate (trend) % Apr. 95p 8.2 8.9 8.6 99 74 10.5 
STATE ACCOUNTS 
Gross State product at 
1989-90 prices (trend) $m Sept. qtr 9434688 826511 = 17 405 7389 11 795 2 192 
Gross State product at 
current prices (trend) $m Sept. gir 94-38 221 29 O48 18 262 & 312 ]2 167 2 449 
BUILDING APPROVALS 
Dwelling units approved Tu. Mar. 95 4 167 2 538 355] 913 | 761 288 
Dwelling units approved (trend) ne. Mar. 95 4 078 2 354 3116 797 1 704 245 
Value of non-residential 
building approved $m Mar. 95 258.5 132.1 181.5 78.1 50.1 10.9 
Value of all buildings approved $m Mar. 95 798.4 4h4.9 510.3 168.9 215.5 36.4 
ENGINEERING CONSTRUCTION 
Value of engineering constnichun 
work dene Sm Sept. qtr 94 993.2 540.4 THA 156.1 330.2 45.3 
AVERAGE WEEKLY EARNINGS 
Full-time adult ordinary time (trend) Nov. qt 94 452.80 625.90 S87. 70 600,60 631.20 599.90 
RETAIL TRADE 
Retail turnover {trend} $m Mar. 95 3269.1 21824 1 728.6 721.2 O44 2412 
HOTELS, MOTELS & GUEST 
HOUSE ACCOMMODATION 
Room nights occupied (trend) *000 Sept. qu 94 2:929.6 891 359.6 2 W035 480.0 789.1 273.6 
NEW MOTOR VEHICLE 
REGISTRATIONS 
Trend no. Mar. 95 18926 12 675 9 087 3 656 5 258 1188 
Syd. Melb. Bris Adel. Perth Hobart 
CONSUMER PRICE INDEX 
(1989-9)= 100.0) 
Food Dec. gir 94 1114 108.8 111.9 114.3 111.4 113.3 
Housing Dec. gtr 94 99.1 95.0 104.0 95.6 91.8 97.6 
Transportation Dec. qtr 94 14.9 118.5 115.4 119.8 117.2 115.0 
All Groups Dee. qtr 94 111.8 113.1 113.7 116.0 111.0 114.2 
Average retail prices (cents) 
Milk, carton, supermarket sales 1 titre Sept. qtr 94 104.0 106.0 107.) 1014) 105.0 115.0 
Bread, white loaf, sliced, 
supermarket sales 680 gs Sept. qtr 94 163.0 154.0 145.0 125.0 139.0 160.0 
Beef, mump sleak | kg Sept. qtr 94.1 257.0 TIO 11470 11800 10570 1 075.0 
Chicken, frozen I kg Sept. qtr 94 275.0 335.0 271.40 325.0 316.0 339.0 
Potatoes | kg Sept. ytr 94 68.0 70.0 76.0 60.0 115.0 70.0 
Coffee, instant 130 g jar Sepl. yir 94 374.0 503.0 407.0) 512.0 469.0 499.0 
Scotch nip, public bar 30 ml Sepl. gir 94 297.0 254.0 2374) 311.0 356.0 209.0 
Private motoring —- petrol, 
leaded 1 litre Sept. gtr 94 70.1 70.0 62.2 TLS 71.3 76.3 
Private motoring — pelrol, 
unleaded L litre Sept. qtr 94 68.4 68.3 60.5 69.7 69.8 TAT 
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TABLE 4. ACT IN RELATION TO THE REST OF AUSTRALIA — PERCENTAGE CHANGES 


Latest 
Indicator period NSW Vie. Old SA Wa Tas. NT ACT AUSE. 
POPULATION Sept. qi 94 0.3 0.1 0.6 0.1 0.5 — 0.2 0.2 0.3 
LABOUR FORCE 
Employed persons {trend} Apr. 95p 0.2 0.6 0.6 0.1 0.5 0.6 -O4 0.1 0.4 
Unemployment rate {trend)(a} Apr. 95p ~01 - 4,2 ™ — -f.1 - 0.3 — — -0.2 
STATE ACCOUNTS 
Gross State product at 
1989-90 prices {trend) Sept. qr 94 1] is 1.9 0.9 2.1 0.2 L9 -6.1 1.4 
Gross State product at 
current prices (trend) Sept. qtr 94 19 2.) 2.3 2.1 2.2 0.9 2.8 1. 2.2 
BUILDING APPROVALS 
Dwelling units approved Mar. 95 4.4 5.2 22.1 34.5 11.0 11.2 — 5.6 - 39.8 10.4 
Dwelling units approved (trend} Mar. 95 -2.1 -3.2 -3.1 -34 ~ 4.6 -42 3.1 -94 -32 
Value of non-residential 
building approved Mar, 95 —289 - 44.4 18.4 191.4 — 26.6 6.9 -7LA 10.8 - 18.7 
Value of all buildings approved Mar. 95 -61 -17.2 14.5 77.6 2.8 11.3 - 47.1 — 20.6 1.2 
ENGINEERING CONSTRUCTION 
Value of engineering construction 
work done Sept. qtr 94.0 — 204.1 — 24.2 2.5 — 21.8 - 29.8 — 30.2 9.5 28.0 -— 17.0 
AVERAGE WEEKLY EARNINGS 
Full-time adult ordinary time (trend) Nov. gtr 94 1.4 1.6 0.4 - 0.4 1.7 0.9 10 -0.2 1.0 
RETAIL TRADE 
Retail tumever (trend) Mar. 95 0.1 0.4 — 0.5 -t4 0.3 0.5 0.6 0.2 
HOTELS, MOTELS & GUEST 
HOUSE ACCGMMODATION 
Room nights occupied (trend) Sept. qtr 94 12 0.2 -13 ~ 1.3 - 03 17 -0.3 0.1 0.2 
NEW MOTOR VEHICLE 
REGISTRATIONS 
Trend Mar. 95 -06 0.3 - 3.6 L.0 - 16 O.4 2.6 1.4 - O08 
Syd. Melb. Bnis. Adel. Perth Hobart Darwin Canberra Aust. 
CONSUMER PRICE INDEX 
(1989-90= 100.0} 
Food Dee. gtr 94 1.1 0.2 0.3 -0.2 - 0,2 - 1.5 — 1.2 o.5 
Housing Dec. gtr 94 2.4 24 2.9 35 3.7 3.0 23 3.1 27 
Transportation Dec. qtr 94 -0.3 0.1 - 03 0.2 - 0.6 LO -Q.3 - 0.6 ~H2 
All Groups Dec. qtr 94 0.7 0.8 1.1 1.0 0.8 0.8 0.6 1.1 0.8 
Average retail prices (cents) 
Miik, carton, supermarket sales Sept. qtr 94 2.0 1.9 1.9 4} 1.0 45 — 3.8 fa, 
Bread, white loaf, sliced, 
supermarket sales Sept. qtr 94 -18 0.7 -0.7 -0.8 12.4 39 1.2 =12 na. 
Beef, rump steak Sept. qtr 94 - 2.0 0.8 -o1 1.4 0.8 -2.0 3.3 3.1 tha, 
Chicken, frozen Sept. qtr 94 - 68 37 -1il -12 +16 -1.5 — -9.3 fa. 
Potatoes Sept. gir 94 - 81 —_— 41 - 4.8 16.2 -9.l 49 13.9 na. 
Coffee, instant Sept. gtr 94 — 16.7 17.5 41 33.3 16.7 2.5 18.6 16 Na. 
Scotch nip, public bar Sept. gtr 94 17 — — - 0.6 -25 - 10 1.8 0.8 Nei. 
Private motoring — petrol, leaded Sept. qtr 94 2.0 -03 06 1.4 2.9 15 1.5 2.2 na. 
Private motoring —- petrol, unleaded Sept. gtr $4 1.9 -1.3 ~O.5 1 2.2 0.4 0.7 1.4 na. 


fa) Change shown in lerms of percentage points. 


Note: Figures in the above tables are cither preliminary, final or revised to previously published figures. Users should check the latest relevant publication or with ABS Information 
Services if the stats of the statistic is important. Symbols used in this publication: — nit or rounded to zero; n.a. - not available; p - preliminary data; n.p. — not available for 
publication. 
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